Learning & Teaching Conference 2010

Abstract 3B

Transition Experiences of I nternational Students Joining Under graduate Studies
in Second Y ear

Presenters Gayle Pringle and Fred Cartmel, LBS8p®gy Anthropology &
Applied Social Sciences

Students who join the university as second-yeactientrants are likely to have
specific requirements and experiences in theisitems to the University. This
session reports on a project to investigate thempces of international students
joining undergraduate degree programmes in seceadat the University of
Glasgow after a year's study at a partner institutf he aims of the project were to
identify any barriers that prevented the studemsifachieving a smooth transition
into the University and introduce measures to assislents through the transitional
phase.

Key findings from research into the experiencethsf group over two academic
years will be presented. Semi-structured groupiadididual interviews were
conducted at three different time points with thport of the University's Learning
and Teaching Development Fund. The results frongtiaditative interviews offer
valuable perspectives from international studenttheir transition experiences,
including reflections on the induction processrigag experiences in classes and in
individual work, and social experience.

The project is currently ongoing and the sessidhalgo reflect on some of the
measures that have been introduced in responsedrgent findings. The student
cohort has also been actively involved in assistiitg the development of additional
support for subsequent groups of second-year em@cy students, through both face
to face meetings and the production of a printesklat. The outcomes from the
project include: increased contact with prospecsivelents in the partner institution
and a targeted approach towards second year esitrant

The session will address the conference themes of:
» transitioninto the university
* induction and the first year experience
e international students



