Using the Voyages Database – a step by step guide
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The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade Database has
orts B e ~ information on almost 35,000 slaving voyages

that forcibly embarked over 10 million Afficans for transport to the
Americas between the sixteenth and nineteenth centurics. It offers
researchers, students and the general public a chance to rediscover the
reality of one of the largest forced movements of peoples in world history.

Search the Voyages Database (3

Look for partcular voyages i s database of documerted
Slaving expertions. Create istings, tables, charts, an maps
using informaton from the cetabase.

Examine Estimates of the Slave Trade 3

Slaves on documerted voyages represert four-fifhs of the
number who were actually ransported. Use the ineractive
estintes page o analyze the full volume and mulile rautes
of the slave trade.

Foll over names of designate regions on the map above for
descriptions of the role of each n the trans-Ataric siave rade

Explore the African Names Database (3

This database identifies over 67,000 Africans aboard siave
Ships, using name, age, gender, rign, and place of
embarkaton.

Specialfeatures [ troductory iaps () Tielneand Chronclagy

Sponsors. Partners 3
ttpifjom slavevoyages.orgftast/databasesearch.faces
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Resuts
From List of voyages Confiaure columns of the table=
The flf extentoftine ram the frsta the fastvoage
1 Pastora de Lina Dios, Manoel José 1817 Southeast At and Incian Ocean slands Baria
2 Téo ieta, José Mera da 1817 Southeast At and Indan Ocean slands Batia
B Pactete Real Ferreira, José dos Sentos 1817 West Certral Afrca and S1. Helena Batia
oo e v [+ Bom Caminto Dies,Daringes Francisco 1817 Southeast At and Indan Ocean slands Batia
e ——— [ Partcuar cuoome of vayege Berigretta 1817 West Certral Afrca and S1. Helena Batia
Outcome of voyage for siaves®
e Kinerary (1 verisbles Vosdor 117 Sodheast Afic and nen Ocean lands Batia
Voyage it ry (1 bles) M outcome of woyage if ship captured®
Voyage Dates (3 varibles) | utcome of voyage for ownert Formiga Viana, idora Artério 1817 West Certral Afrca and S1. Helena Batia
Captain and Crew (4 varisbles) | African resistance. Vigiante Africano Amorim, José Gomes de 1817 Wt Central Africa and St. Helena Batia
Staves (numbers) (11 varities) v e Constarts Narciso, riénio 1817 West Certral Afrca and S1. Helena Batia
Staves (characteristics) (8 varibls) v || [0 Comerciente Brage, scoro Martins 1817 West Certral Afrca and S1. Helena Batia
Source (1 variatie) » | | showing 1-10 cut of 34940, sispiy esuts per page

Downloed current view | | Dowrioed allresuts
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List of voyages

Confioure columns of the table=

Staves (characteristics) (3 variskles) Fist

place of slave landing

1 Pastora de Lima Dias, Manoel José. 1817 Southeast Africa and Indian Ocean skends Bohia
2 Tioério Mista, José Meria da 1817 Southest Africa and Indian Ocean skends Bohia
3 Pacuete Real Ferreir, José dos Sartos 1817 West Central Afrca and St Helena Bohia
Ship, nation, owners (14 verisbies) » 4 Bom Caminho Dias, Domingos Francisco 1817 Southest Africa and Indian Ocean skends Bohia
Voyage Outcome (5 varistles) » s Benireta 1817 West Central Afrca and St Helena Bohia
Voyage ltinerary (11 verisbies) 3| Place where voyage began® Voadr 1817 Southest Africa and Indian Ocean skends Bohia
Firstplace of save purchase "
joyage Dates (8 vrisbies) Formiga Vian, sidoro Artério 1817 West Central Afrca and St Helena Bohia
Voyage ates (3 variatles) M Second piace of save purchase: o
Captain and Crew (4 variables) b Tt pace of stave purchase Vigiarte Afficano | Amorim, losé Gomes de 1817 West Central Afrca and St Helena Bohia
Staves (numbers) (1 varitles) 3| Pricial pace of siave purchaset Constarte Nerciss, Arténia 1817 West Central Afrca and St Helena Bohia
Places of cal before Atlaric crossing
R Comercierte Braga, sidoro Martns 1817 West Central Afrca and St Helena Bohia
»

Source (1 variable)

Principal place of slave purchase
[nathing selected]

Place where voyags begant
[nathing setected]

‘Second place of slave landing
Third place of siave landing

Principal place of save lancing*
Place whers voyags ended

st per page.
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List of voyages Confiaure columns of the table=

Downloed current view | | Dowrioed allresuts

Principal place of slave purchase* [~ ] 1x}

‘Senegambia and offshore Atiric, Albreda, Arguim, L
Bissagos, Bissau

Place where voyage began® [~]-1x]
Great Brtain, Grest Britain, part unspecified

v

Dore

rning




[image: image5.png]Search the Voyages Database - Mozilla Firefox

Ele Edt Vew Hstory Bookmarks Ioos Help

2] Most visited 0 Getting Started 51 Latest Headlines

G X G ([ i serorosgesrastsbasejarchaces =]

VouTube - Scotland 1-0Fr... |

| M Gmai - Ibox (59) - jonw... | | | ] Search the Yoyages Da...E3 | ¢ PowerPaint Presentation - .. || | 3 BAC Player - Player T Home

e i) =

No results L

ST, | B TeoESoeh 7

our ctery has not produced any resuls. There fs na vayage inthe catabase corresponding o your condiions nthe auery. Please review yaur auery in
the left menu sndtry again. You may also wat to delee the currert query and start over again

Ship, nation, owners (14 variables)

Voyage Outcome (5 varities)
Voyage Hinerary (11 varibes)
Voyage Dates (8 varities)
Captan and Crew (4 varities)
Staves (numbers) 11 varibes)

Staves (characteristics) (3 variskles)

Source (1 variable)

Principal place of slave purchase* [~ ] 1x}
Gold Cosst, Danish Gold Coast, Accra, Alamps,
Anometu,

Place where voyage began® [~]-1x]
Europe, Spain, Barcelona, Bikao, Caciz

Copyriht 2008, 2008 Emory Universy. Software iensed under G General Pusic Licersse 3.0 or later version. Some cortent icensed under Crestive Commons AftibuiorHonCommercial 30
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Voyage Hinerary (11 variables)

Voyage Dates (3 variables)

»
,
,
,
Captain and Crew (4 varisbles) » L.000¢
Slaves (numbers) (11 varisbles) » 10,000{
Sves oo G 3000
Anomabu, 4000
F—— aoo
L o— —

(comeom @) e
(romeaees @) [ 7o stves embarked] v

e pewag
g e

rning




This guide will take you through the steps needed to produce this graph:

Graph A follows one possible line of enquiry suggested by the Source - British Map of the Coast of Africa, 1663-1681.   
Using the database we can verify that the British were the most active nation on the Gold Coast in this period. 

After following these steps to produce your own version of this graph you can then formulate your own enquiry and graph set.
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Tasks

Follow the steps below to re-create Graph A above.

1. Which was the second most active trading nation 1663-1681?
2. Which other trading nations were active on the Gold Coast 1663-1681?

Over to you! 

3. Choose your own line of enquiry. Copy and paste the graphs you create into a presentation.

4. Annotate your graphs with short clear explanations of what they reveal of importance to a Historian studying the Slave Trade

· Step1 – click on the following link to visit the Voyages data base website

http://www.slavevoyages.org
· Step 2 – hover over the ‘Voyages Database’ tab and select ‘Search the voyages database’ 
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·    Step 3 – select the years of interest in the ‘Select time frame’ section 

Match the years given in the source: (1663 -1681). 

Or, when formulating your own enquiry, limit the search to a century of interest 

E.g. 1700 -1800

· Step 4 – select the variables of interest in the ‘General variables’ section 
E.g. within ‘Voyage Itinerary’ select ‘Principle place of slave purchase’ and the ‘Place where voyage began’.

· Step 5 – now within the ‘Current query’ section you can limit your selection to specific locations of interest e.g. within ‘Principle place of slave purchase’ you can limit the search by selecting ‘Africa’ and the ‘Gold Coast’.  And within ‘Place where voyage began’ you can select places such as ‘Europe’ and ‘Great Britain’.   The Quicksearch facility is useful shortcut to type your locations into.


· Step 6 – When you are happy with your selections click on the OK buttons.  Then click on ‘Search’ to run the query.

· Step 7 – click on the ‘Custom graphs’ tab and then select ‘Bar Graphs’



· Step 8 – Choose your X-axis, Y-axis and ‘current series’.  E.g. ‘flag’ for the x-axis and ‘total slaves embarked’ for the y-axis and ‘current series’.  Then click ‘Show’

· Step 9 – you should now be able to view your graph and compare and contrast the graph evidence to the source evidence.



The above graph shows that there were 12,000 slaves embarked in the years 1663-1681 where the voyage began in Great Britain. Great Britain traded more enslaved Africans than any other European nation at this time.
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Graph A
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