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University Teachers at the School of Interdisciplinary Studies are working together on the Teaching, Learning and Participation Project.
This project encompasses three strands: widening participation, student experience, and innovative learning and teaching; all key
aspects of the University’'s strategic objectives.

Introduction

opportunities for internships overseas.

The widening participation strand has focused primarily on partnership with local schools. This includes Campus Days whereby pupils who have
the ability, but perhaps not the confidence, to enter higher education come to the University's two campuses and experience a day as a student.
Additionally this strand is seeking to conduct a comparative study of assessment and feedback processes in secondary and higher education.

The student experience strand has concentrated on employability and internationalisation. Examples include working with the local education
authority to extend student learning and provide staff CPD opportunities via the establishment of an annual education lecture, and developing

Finally, the innovative learning and teaching strand has sought to review current teaching practices within the School, and to identify and trial
innovative methodologies in an effort to engage learners more fully and thereby to enhance both the student and staff learning experiences.

Campus Days

background.

The School of Interdisciplinary Studies organised
two Campus Days for Year 5/6 secondary pupils
from two local schools. They were identified by
their school as having the ability to attend higher
education but perhaps not the confidence or

Social Policy and Practice) as well as discussion
forums on the differences between secondary
and higher education. Secondary school staff

provided feedback from the pupils on both days:

Dumfries Campus Day

Environment very relaxed and less frightening
than | thought;

I'm more relaxed about going to University;
I'm inspired to get the grades to go to
University.

Glasgow Campus Day

The day provided me with an insight into
university life;
| found the tour of the Glasgow library was

The first day was held in March 2013 in Dumfries; good. | was amazed at the size of the place and

the second in Gilmorehill in October 2013 (with
support from the Widening Participation team). life;

The same pupils attended both days. Each day The role of the student ambassadors is
included a bespoke lecture, lunch and a tour of
the campus. The Dumfries day also included
attendance at a lecture with current students on a
specific course (Earth System Science; Spanish;

Easy-going, respectful relationships apparent;
Provided a good representation of university facilities;

The experience of attending a lecture to see
what it was like was helpful.
invaluable—sharing experience/advice;

Getting shown around the campus grounds by

actual students was good as they gave us their

Widening Participation

view on the university;

Number of Attendees

15
10
| I

Annual Education Lecture

The proposal for the annual education lecture was
initially for a 3-year project featuring three high-
profile education speakers who would come to the
Dumfries Campus and offer the ‘Annual Education
Lecture and Workshop'. The lecture was widely
advertised around the region. The first highly-
interactive programme was delivered by leading
educational psychologist Alan McLean (author of
The Motivated School and Motivating Every
Learner). Head of the College of Social Sciences

some of the recommendations of the report
Teaching Scotland’s Future 2020 whereby not only
good practice can be shared between schools and
Universities but links between primary, secondary
and higher educational establishments can be
strengthened.

The inaugural lecture took place in September
2013 and was well-attended for so early in the
academic year (see graph for information on
categories of attendee). The attendees were not

This reflects the partnership which exists between
the region and the University. There were many
opportunities for all attendees to reflect and
discuss their feelings about the topics raised by
Alan McLean.

Funding was sought from the Chancellor’s Fund
and plans are underway for the second lecture in
September 2014. As with all projects of this sort, an
evaluation helped the team to reflect on the timing
of this lecture for next time and it is hoped to
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