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Heinrich Walther Gerdes, 1690-1741, Lutheran clergyman

Gerdes was born on the 24th August, 1690 at Hamburg, where he later studied theology.  

By 1716 he had become preacher at the Schlosskirche in Darmstadt, and, the following year transferred to the position of Court Librarian there.  He apparently held this post until, in 1722.  In a letter to the learned Swedish Bishop, Erik Benzelius, dated Stockholm 3rd June
1721 he speaks of a journey he is planning to Holland for the summer and autumn, followed by England in winter and finally, the following summer, in France.  He also offers to place himself at the disposal of Benzelius, presumably to purchase books, or carry out research.

In 1723 he was inducted as pastor of the Hamburg church (also known as the Swedish church) in London, which was situated on the north side of Trinity Lane. In the same year he also received his doctorate in theology from Giessen.
  In addition to his pastoral duties at Trinity Lane, Gerdes ran a German language school.  He first visited  Humfrey Wanley, the Librarian to the earls of Oxford, in 1722, and in 1725
 gave Wanley an auction catalogue of the library of Frederik Rostgaard, Secretary of State to King Frederik of Denmark, which was sold at Copenhagen in 1726
.
Gerdes was made a Fellow of the Royal Society in 1726
 and in 1727 delivered an address before King George II on behalf of the Lutheran clergy of London, congratulating him on his accession to the throne. Reporting the event the London Gazette for July 29th 1727 styled him ‘Pastor Henry Walther Gerdes of the Swedish church in Trinity Lane’. Two years later he married Anna Bertels a native of Hamburg.  Gerdes was the contact in Britain for the Lutherans in  North America, and was amongst a group of four Lutheran clergymen who met representatives of the Lutheran church in Orange County, Virginia, who arrived in London en route to the Continent in 1734 to solicit funds.

We know that Gerdes corresponded with Theophilus Siegfried Bayer, a professor at the Academy of St Petersburg from a reference to him in a letter from Bayer to Benzelius dated 5th October, 1732:  ‘Scripsi hodie D. Gerdes qui Londini Eccles. Evangelicae Presb. est de hoc meo desiderio' … but as yet none of these letters which travelled between London and St Petersburg has been located.

Bayer helped with a new Chinese translation of the Lord’s Prayer for a multi-lingual collection Gerdes was preparing
 and Gerdes later acquired Bayer’s collection of Chinese and oriental books sometime after 1738, the date of the latter’s untimely death, aged forty-three.  Amongst the papers of Dr William Hunter, the noted Scottish anatomist and obstetrician, who arrived in London in 1740, is a hand-written catalogue of the Bayer collection: ‘A catalogue of a curious collection of rare books in the Chinese and other Indian languages; collected by the late learned Theoph. Siegfr. Bayer, professor of St. Petersburgh, and now in the possession of Mrs Gerdes, widow of the late learned Dr Gerdes’ [Hunter papers H203(1)].  It would appear from an exasperated note written in Hunter’s own hand on this catalogue: ‘At last in Dr Hunter’s library’ that he had been attempting to acquire this collection for some time.  The collection was auctioned by the bookseller Thomas Osborne in 28th March 1752
.  

Gerdes remained at the Hamburg Church until his death in December 1741.   He was succeeded by his wife, who died, aged eighty-five, on the 8th July 1787
.   They had no children.  
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