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	Abstract (Document Summary)

	Professor Ian Parkin, professor of applied clinical anatomy with the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh and Dundee University, said the university was struggling to find enough cadavers for next year.

He pointed to Professor [GUNTHER VON HAGEN] von Hagen, who performed Britain's first public autopsy for more than 170 years live on Channel 4 in 2002, as one reason for the decline.

Professor [Tony Payne] said: "I think perhaps there has been a downturn because of things like Professor von Hagen's work. I think it is off- putting to many people when they see programmes like that, like it is some kind of entertainment."
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	Full Text (342   words)

	(Copyright (c) 2006 Newsquest Media Group) 

ITis a problem which has haunted Scotland's medical profession for 200 years.

Graves were robbed and 16 people murdered at the hands of William Burke and William Hare amid the shortage of fresh corpses for anatomy students to dissect.

Now university halls in Edinburgh will again ring with concern about the lack of cadavers for research and education.

The British Medical Association's Annual Medical Students Conference, taking place at Heriot-Watt University next Friday, will call for a public campaign to raise the profile of whole-body bequests.

A drop in the number of people bequeathing themselves to medical schools is a growing problem, according to lecturers. Courses have already been cancelled south of the border because of the shortage.

The problem comes at a time when new legislation will allow trainee surgeons to conduct surgery on cadavers for the first time, increasing demand.

Professor Ian Parkin, professor of applied clinical anatomy with the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh and Dundee University, said the university was struggling to find enough cadavers for next year.

Professor Tony Payne, professor of anatomy at Glasgow University, said no classes had been cancelled but added: "I would have to say we are keeping our fingers crossed. I think we would simply have to soldier on with the small number we get. Instead of having eight students to a cadaver we would have 10 or 12."

He pointed to Professor Gunther von Hagen, who performed Britain's first public autopsy for more than 170 years live on Channel 4 in 2002, as one reason for the decline.

Professor Payne said: "I think perhaps there has been a downturn because of things like Professor von Hagen's work. I think it is off- putting to many people when they see programmes like that, like it is some kind of entertainment."

Organ-retention scandals and the perception human that dissection is no longer a key strand of medical education are also thought to be behind the decline.
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